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Enhancing Creativity in Research Activities of
University—Research Institute Collaboration Program:
A Case Study of the University of Science and
Technology (UST)

Ryu, Chun-Ryol* - Yl, Chan—-Goo**

This study aimed to explore how to create a laboratory and organizational environment that considers
creativity in the field research activities of the University-Research Institute Collaboration Program, one of
the representative academic collaboration programs. To achieve this objective, the study sought to identify
the factors that both facilitate and hinder the development of creative researchers engaged in field research
activities and to derive procedural and methodological criteria for innovating field research activities. To
explore specific cases, interviews were conducted with supervising professors and student researchers actively
engaged in field research activities across six representative campuses of UST. The interviews consisted of
questions about student individual characteristics, the climate of the research lab, and legal and institutional
support. As a result of the interviews, it was confirmed that creative student researchers exhibit a clear sense
of purpose and passion for their research, displaying initiative and enthusiastic attitudes. In addition, the
result confirmed that for these characteristics to lead to excellent research performance, creating a laboratory
climate that considers creativity and sufficient legal and institutional support at the organizational level is
necessary. This study's findings are expected to be used as a meaningful example to redefine the role of
research institutes in nurturing scientific and technological talent within the research community and to im-

prove academic-industrial cooperation programs to foster creative researchers.
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